Permanent Painting

,? *

if I

.4 j

CHAPTER VIII
RENOVATION AND CLEANING
OF PICTURES
If   t
THERE is perhaps no subject on which so little
is definitely known as the renovation or cleaning
of oil paintings, for the reason that no set rules
can be given.    It is essential that anyone who at-
tempts to clean a picture should have some knowledge
of the pigments, oils and varnishes that were used;
; 11                                      otherwise good results are not obtained, and in many
|A I        :                              instances the painting is ruined.    If we attempt to
fj I         '                              clean a picture with soap and water, which is very
jj|J         f                              frequently done, and it happens to be an old painting
|) I        J                              of the tempera type, soap and water would dissolve the
III         ;                              entire picture with ruinous results, but if the painting
|i;r;                                      is made on wood or metal such preliminary clean-
f,|r i     l   '                              ing can be resorted to, but no strong friction or at-
trition should take place on account of the danger of
abrasion.    If, on the other hand, we attempted to
clean a picture with wood alcohol and turpentine, and
: I                                      it were painted with the same colors and media used
;   ; t   \                              by Vibert,  and  recommended  by  him,  the picture
I         !                              would be almost instantly dissolved and effaced from
1   !                                                                      [56]